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KATHRYN KANTZ 

ALPHA IOTA 
PRESIDENT  

Welcome to the 2021-2023 biennium. My 

theme for the biennium is “Linking the Past, 

Present and Future”  I want us to remem-

ber to honor and celebrate all those wom-

en before us – the ones who founded DKG 

when it had to be done in secret; who lead 

us through divisive times; who first took the 

steps into technology; and who helped keep 

us afloat when we had to dive into the deep 

end of the virtual world.  One of the best 

ways we can honor those before us is to 

continue to ensure that NC DKG thrives 

and continues now and into the future.  We 

must continue to grow in membership but 

also to grow the leaders of the future. 

 

This first year of my biennium I plan to  

focus on three main areas: 

Membership Recruit, Retain and Reinstate 
Are we being honest with those we recruit that 

DKG is a working organization? 

Are we recognizing when a member might be in 

a stage of their life that they need to be less 

active but have more support? 

Have we reached out to a member we lost 

that might be ready to rejoin?  
Fellowship   Each time we gather we need to 

celebrate. It is time to renew friendships and 

make new ones.  
 Self-Care  We each must take the time to 

care of ourselves physically and mentally.  

 
I look forward to this adventure and ask each of 

you to join me.  

International News 
 

http://www.dkg.org
mailto:%20winsteadncdkg@gmail.com
mailto:dedraann@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/keywomeneducators?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZULS1CJjFzOu53KrMAudD1a3rm6FyqRiVARdD6Po27m59Cbe4DAr-EGtR3Dpv0vYllUZRNKbpGkogCx9amlHtD9HWH5xPKZppmRkkMBFTJOi9QJm4UiUL0R3CDD5blV-ZauiD_3XjDUf4hWMiUFAtFBGoFGvACoI1lqi7ZCmIfQtyiRammwzbq
mailto:kkantz@jcpsmail.org
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2021-2023 Officers 

Beth Winstead (Beta Alpha), president; Hilda  

Parlér (Gamma Theta), first vice president; Tammy 

Cullom (Alpha Psi), second vice president; and  Patrice 

“Patty” Higgins (Gamma), secretary.  

Connie Savell, immediate past president, conducted 

the virtual installation ceremony during the conven-

tion closing meeting on Sunday, April 25. Anne Briley, 

Winstead’s mother and former NC DKG Executive 

Secretary, presented Beth with her state president pin 

during the ceremony.  

President  Winstead reminded us in her acceptance 

speech, “This organization is made up of powerful and 

busy women. It takes each of us linked together to be 

voices of influence empowering NC women educa-

tors.” The new state officers will lead us as we are 

“Linking the Past, Present, and Future” during the next 

biennium.  

 

* 

* 
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Grant Applications Due September 30  

Spread the word—the Educational Founda-

tion has many grant opportunities available 

and applications are due by September 30, 

2021. Classroom projects, chapter projects, 

and professional development are all possi-

ble— but you must apply. Check them out 

at https://www.ncdkgef.org/

Honoring Heroes Certificates  

 
Teachers have gone above and beyond 

the last couple of years and are prepar-

ing to go back into classrooms and edu-

cational settings this month. Their dedi-

cation is inspiring and needs to be rec-

ognized! The NC DKG Educational 

Foundation invites you to honor educa-

tors— females and males, members and 

non-members—through the Honoring 

Heroes project. You can “Celebrate a 

Teacher” and support the Educational 

Foundation too! The donation forms 

and celebration certificates are online, 

ready to print. You may mail checks or 

donate online. Instructions are on the 

form found at https://www.ncdkgef.org/ 

honoring-heroes.html.  

 
Chapters will be recognized for their 

contributions with a badge designed for 

display on newsletters and websites. 

One chapter from each region will be 

honored at the 2022 NC DKG Con-

vention. 

Susie Miller NC DKG     

Membership Chair 

https://www.ncdkgef.org/grants.html.
https://www.ncdkgef.org/
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         Executive Board Planning Session  Meeting  Details for 2021-2022 

 

El– Khouri 

 



 

 

Our annual Ingles Fundraiser kicks off  at our 1st 

face to face meeting Saturday, September 11, 2021.  

All purchases support our Beginning Teachers 

Program. We receive 5% of our sales.  

Please purchase your order by October 15, 

2021.  

 

Please send all checks  made out to Alpha Iota 

 to: Julie Norcross 

 861 HWY 28, Robbinsville, NC 28771-8849  
 

 

Beginning Teacher Support Fundraiser 
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Want to stay connected? 
Keep up with the latest between meetings 

and newsletters.   

 

If you are not already following our  
Alpha Iota Facebook page, please be sure to 

like and follow for the latest news and up-

dates.  You can also keep up with  happen-

ings across the state  by following NCDKG 

Facebook.  

 

 

 

 

The Ingles Gift Card 

https://www.facebook.com/AlphaIotaChapterOfNCDeltaKappaGamma
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EtaState
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EtaState
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Alpha Iota Classroom Teacher Mini-Grants  

 

Committee News 
Like spilled sugar - a little bit goes a long way.  
Let’s share the goodness of our work. With everyone doing their part, 

we can accomplish so much more! We need each member to serve 

on one committee (or more). Details about each committee will be 

shared at our September meeting. Please have your choice selected by 

October 15, 2021. A survey link to sign up will be sent to you. Howev-

er, if you prefer to be randomly assigned to a committee, please do 

not complete the survey.  Committees will meet during our November 

6th meeting.  

★ Communication and  Marketing- Dedra Davis, Chair 

★ Finance - Katherine Parker, Chair 

★ Membership - Dr. Beth Lofquist, Chair 

★ Nominations - Dr. Jeanette Hedrick, Chair 

★ Scholarships/Grant in aid Alissa Cheek, Chair 

★ Rules - Sandra Marr, Chair 

★ Leadership Development & ○ Educational Excellence - Dr. Tracie Metz, Chair 

○ Schools for Africa - Angie Dills, Chair 

○ Beginning Teacher Support - Amy Hobbs, Chair 

○ World Fellowship - Angel Owens, Chair 

○ Legislative Issues - Dr.  April Tallant, Chair 
 

Submitted by: by Tracie Metz 

Applications due Tuesday, Sept. 16th, 2021. 

These grants are funded by our mini money jar collections. 
Two classroom teacher mini-grants are awarded in the amount of $125. 

These grants are  intended to support special projects or activities in 

the classrooms of current Alpha Iota members. Don’t delay! Download 

your copy of the application here.  

Return to Alissa Cheek-Chair Scholarship/Grant in Aid Committee 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11LZuCVfz84RM7GGR5TPB1ErLHx7Z4-Sk/view?usp=sharing
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Grant in Aid Recipients 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Savannah Wilson                                                                         Ella Jameson 

 Celebrations and Concerns 

Alpha Iota is pleased to announce the recipients of our two Grant in Aid 

Awards for the 2020-2021 school year, Ella Jameson from Smoky Moun-

tain High School and Savannah Wilson from Tuscola High School. Ella will 

be studying elementary education at  Western Carolina and Savannah 

will be majoring in special education at  Appalachian State University. 

Each  young lady will receive $1,200.  

Alissa Cheek-Chair Scholarship/Grant in Aid Committee 

  We have  been through some difficult days this month. We wish for strength  for those who must rebuild  

lives after the devastating  flooding of Haywood county,  NC DKG is thinking of us in the aftermath of the 

flooding. Contact  NC DKG President Beth Winstead if you need assistance from the emergency fund..  

 

We ask for continued healing of Barbara El Khouri's broken wrist, Mary Ellen's broken leg, and Joyce  

Turk's hip.  

Also continued prayers for our members impacted by the Covid 19 Virus.  

 

 Sadly we wanted to share that Joyce Jenkins of Graham County, one of our former reserve members, has 

passed away after a long battle with sarcoma. Her obituary can be found here.  

https://www.townson-smithfuneralhome.com/.../Joyce-Jenkins
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Hello Alpha Iota Sisters,  

Welcome back to a new year!  What an ever-changing world it 
is!  Covid has caused many people to change their lives:  at my 
school I had over 20 people leave to move closer to family,   
go back to school, retire, or just try something new.  After 
mourning the loss of some long-term colleagues, I started 
looking forward.  The loss of teachers means new teachers  
arriving, most of whom will be women.  Our organization is 
by, for, and about women educators.  With so many new 
women coming into our spheres, I hope each of us will seize 

opportunities we can find to support our new colleagues or friends, as well as those we have 
known for years and who keep dedicating their lives to education.  Small actions can go a long 
way to anchoring each other in a supportive environment.    

It was such a gift to have a short time of easing of restrictions this summer, but now Covid has 
come roaring back.  I hope that any of us who have not yet been able to get a vaccine will pri-
oritize this for our families, our communities, our coworkers, and ourselves.   It’s the luck of 
the draw as to who will be hardest hit by the illness, so please protect yourself and those 
around you.  Getting the vaccine is wonderful way to support our fellow educators and com-
munity so that they do not have to quarantine and miss work, pick up extra work to cover oth-
ers who are out, and are exposed to less risk of getting Covid.   

I am excited that we are going to meet face to face this year!  The Executive Committee has 
planned some great meeting activities.  It will be wonderful to reconnect with every-
one.  Don’t forget that masks are required for unvaccinated members.  Even though I am vac-
cinated, I will be wearing a mask, since there are breakthrough cases and vaccinated people 
can transmit the virus.  There will be a virtual option at meetings for those who cannot 
attend.  I’m looking forward to seeing everyone. 

Best  wishes for a wonderful start to a new year! 

Kathryn 

Like Us on Facebook                 

 

 

Alpha Iota Website  

     http://alphaiotanc.weebly.com  

Kathryn Kantz 

Alpha Iota President  

 

http://www.facebook.com/AlphaIotaChapterOfNCDeltaKappaGamma
http://alphaiotanc.weebly.com/
mailto:kkantz@jcpsmail.org
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Chapter Meetings 

2021-2022 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Meetings 

 

 
Purpose #1  To unite women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual fellowship  


