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T h e

International Scholarship 
Application

Open July 1 2023
 

The applicant is required to:

1) Be an active member of the Society for a
minimum of (3) years if pursuing doctoral
studies, or be an active member of the Society
for a minimum of one (1) year at the time of
application if pursuing other graduate studies
such as a master’s degree;
2) Have completed a Bachelor’s degree or
equivalent;
3) As of the application due date of February 1,
be accepted and enrolled in a graduate
program of a nationally accredited institution
of higher education, preferably pursuing a
doctoral degree;
4) Provide evidence of active participation and
demonstrated leadership in the Society;
5) Provide evidence of excellence in
scholarship;
6) Provide evidence of service to the
community; and
7) Be a first-time recipient of an international
scholarship.

 
Due February 1, 2024

 Read the rest of this article in the July /August issue of the DKG NEWS 
  

Read the rest of this article in the July /August issue of the DKG NEWS 
 

https://www.dkg.org/DKGSI/Publications-Documents/DKG_News/DKGSI/Publications/NEWS_Flipbook_Issue.aspx?hkey=a5a7af7f-99e1-4a7e-80ab-1aa26acf52cc
https://www.dkg.org/DKGSI/Publications-Documents/DKG_News/DKGSI/Publications/NEWS_Flipbook_Issue.aspx?hkey=a5a7af7f-99e1-4a7e-80ab-1aa26acf52cc


Members, welcome to the 2023-2025 biennium. 
My theme is Recruit! Retain! Recognize! 
NC DKG Forever Strong !

I chose the triangle because it is the strongest geometric figure which
symbolizes the goal for NC DKG to remain forever strong no matter what.
During the first year of my biennium, I will concentrate on increasing
membership across the state by promoting an increase of 2% or more and
provide support to chapters to robustly recruit. I will coordinate with the
Communications/Marketing Committee to provide marketing strategies that
chapters can use to attract new members including college students and
reach out to former members. My second focus will be on supporting
chapters in conjunction with the Membership/Expansion Committee. The goal is
to assist those chapters that may be facing dissolution to use the Teach to
Lead document provided by the U.S. Department of Education to define the
cause or causes why they may dissolve and to create SMART goals and
implement a plan to prevent dissolution.
Along the way, I will seek updates on the two aforementioned areas for
progress and report the results the second year of my biennium at the
state convention 2025. Thank you for your trust and confidence in me. With
your support, dedication and commitment NC DKG will forever remain strong
as we find ways to recognize and celebrate each other as we do the work   
 of NC DKG.

 

Hilda Parlér
NC DKG

State President 
2023-2025
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  State News 



We are excited to have these Alpha Iota members now
serving at the state level in the new 2023-2025 biennium .

 
Suzi Cabe- NC DKG Finance Committee

 
Dedra Davis - NC DKG News Editor & Liaison to

International Arts & Humanities Jury
 

Dr. Tracie Metz -NC DKG US Forum Connection
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State and Chapter News 

Congratulations to Alpha Iota for earning  the new "Order of the Rose" Award at the
2023 NC DKG Convention. Congratulations also to the Region XI Rising Star recipient, our

very own Tracie Metz! She was caught by surprise at her first convention! 
What a great experience for our amazing President. 

https://sites.google.com/ncdkg.org/northcarolinadkg/committees/finance-committee
https://sites.google.com/ncdkg.org/northcarolinadkg/leadership/officers
https://sites.google.com/ncdkg.org/northcarolinadkg/leadership/nc-liaison-to-the-international-arts--humanities-jury
https://sites.google.com/ncdkg.org/northcarolinadkg/leadership/u-s-forum-connection
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Alpha Iota News

Important Info from Treasurer JulieImportant Info from Treasurer Julie

Treasurer Julie began accepting annual dues payments in May.
 If you were not present at that meeting, please send a check made 

out to Alpha Iota  to Julie as soon as possible. 
Dues for active members are $ 79. 

Reserve member dues are $43. 
 
 

             
 

  Julie Norcross
                           861 Highway 28

                                         Robbinsville, NC
 28771

 
 
 
 
 

Alpha Io
ta

$79.00

Meet our newest member! Dr. Jessica Graning. Jessica is the first-born of two educators but came to be
an educator indirectly. Her mother is a retired second-grade teacher. Her father is a retired health and
physical education teacher. Being an educator was always her dream. Her parents always supported that
but didn't want Jessica to feel she had to be a teacher because they were. She attended undergraduate
school at UNC-Chapel Hill and got her BA in Exercise and Sports Science.  Following  this, she attended 

 Duke University where she earned her Doctorate in Physical Therapy (PT) in 2003. She then worked as a
pediatric PT from 2003 to 2011 at Mission Hospital. During this period her role included working as both a

clinical educator and a clinical instructor. Although she enjoyed being a clinician and providing PT for
patients, she loved being an educator even more. 

 
In 2011, Dr. Graning accepted a position as WCU's Director of Clinical Education and Assistant Professor of
Pediatrics. This began her on her path as an educator. Aside from her positions at WCU, Dr. Graning is a
part-time clinician for Carolina Pediatric Therapy. This allows her to keep her skills and teaching context

fresh for her students at WCU.  She has learned what it means to be an educator from her many
mentors at WCU and the Coulter Faculty Commons. WCU is a teaching institution, and the primary mission is

to serve the students' educational experience. Jessica wrote, "I am so very grateful for all that I have
learned at WCU. I still have so much to learn, but I am surrounded by excellent human beings who are called

to be excellent educators."
 

In her personal life, Jessica is the mother of three boys (Cade, Abram, and Maddox.- all successful and
happy in the Jackson County public school system) Dr. Graning lives in Cullowhee with her husband Ben and

their sons.  When not on campus, she can be found at a baseball field, at the lake, or on a hiking trail.
Jessica and her family love living in the mountains of Jackson County, surrounded by authentic people.
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May Meeting Virtual Induction and more! 

 Past President Kathryn Kantz holds laptop with excited new inductee,
Dr. Jessica Graning.

Dr. April Tallant 1st VP and 2nd VP Alissa Cheek celebrate with her!

Looking great ! Love the new chapter shirts! 
 

Meeting photos: Courtesy of Crystal White 
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Alpha Iota News

Grant-in-Aid Recipients for 2023
Our Scholarship Committee is excited to announce that each of these two 

outstanding future educators was selected to receive a 
$ 1,500 grant-in-aid award from Alpha Iota this fall. 

 

Kensley Phillips - Graham County        Mary Nicholson- Clay County     

Kensley, a new graduate from Robbinsville High, is part of the East Carolina
Partnership Teach. Partnership Teach is an East Carolina University College
of Education degree completion partnership with North Carolina
community colleges. Students graduate with a four-year degree in
elementary education, special education, or middle grades education from
East Carolina University by completing the first two years of the program at
any one of  partnering community colleges, followed by taking ECU courses
online. This degree completion partnership is designed specifically for
students that transition from a North Carolina community college. Kensley
plans to major in elementary education. 

More Meeting Moments 

"

"



July 2023                                                                                    Volume 17 Issue 1

Page 7

Alpha Iota News

The Executive board met on Thursday, June 29 to plan for the upcoming year. I am sure amazing
things are in store for our members.  One thing that was planned is the meetings dates & locations. 
                    Please note some changes from previous years and mark your calendars now! 
September 9, 2023 -Clay County; Focus: Chapter Growth* & Community Impact
November 4, 2023 - Macon County; Focus: Women's History Trail & Community Impact*
December 2, 2023 - Cherokee County; Focus: December Auction
March 2, 2024 - Graham County; Focus: Mara Academy & Community Impact*
May 4, 2024 - Jackson Co.; Focus: Induction of New Members; DKG Celebration & Community Impact*

Front: 1st VP April, President Tracie,  
Back: Treasurer Julie, Parliamentarian Suzi

President Tracie &  Dedra 
Connect at a County Commissioners meeting   

Suzi and Past President Kathryn  



1st VP 
Dr. April Tallant
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2nd VP 
 Alissa Cheek

Recording Secretary
 Terry Gribble

Dr. Tracie Metz 
President 
2022-2024

Parliamentarian
Suzi Cabe 

Treasurer 
Julie Norcross

Editor/webmaster
Dedra Davis

 Bobbie Carpenter’s husband Tom has passed away. His visitation and service will be Saturday
afternoon July 8, at 3:15 with funeral at 4:00 pm at Sweetwater Baptist Church, Robbinsville.
Congratulations to Alissa Cheek in her new role as Director of Institutional Research at Young
Harris College!
Pray for our friend Sheri Black who has had medical setbacks since relocating to Texas. 
Best wishes to Dr. Lisa Fletcher who was just sworn in as the new Superintendent of
Transylvania County Schools. 
Congratulations to Barbara El-Khouri for her recent William Wollard Partner-in-Service award  
in recognition for service with the Andrews Lion's Club which also earned a Club of the
Month. Award of Excellence under her leadership. 
Please pray for a safe and wonderful trip as I travel to Phoenix for the International
conference this month. 
Let's help Lana celebrate her daughter Joslyn in being selected as the new principal at
Andrews Middle School!

 
Please submit information for the newsletter to editor: Dedra Davis

Celebrations and Concerns

This past year, we have spent time encouraging one another in our
purpose and calling, especially noting the role that time plays in both
action and rest. This summer, as I reflected upon the past year, I was
drawn to the word micro. A five letter word that means extremely
small. Yet, in combination with other words, something extremely small
can become something quite impactful. I am sure we can each think of
a way this word micro is combined with another word in our day to
day activities - microwave (shortened heating time), microprocessor
(thank goodness for my cell phone), or microscope (that’s my science
background coming out). What about micro moments? A micro moment
is defined as a very short amount of time, usually one that is seen as
being important in some way. Each of us gives in ways that have a long
lasting impact on those in our families and communities, such as, a quick
text becomes someone's biggest hug, or a small donation completes a
full meal for another family. As we enjoy the summer season, please
take a moment to celebrate the micro moments you’ve experienced
throughout the year. Your actions lead to a big impact! "Little drops of
water make the mighty ocean." Julia Carny

Thank you for ALL that you do!
~tPresidents pin photo credit

Awardconcepts.net

mailto:tmetzbusiness@gmail.com
mailto:tmetzbusiness@gmail.com
mailto:tmetzbusiness@gmail.com
mailto:tmetzbusiness@gmail.com
mailto:dedraann@gmail.com
https://www.acmemberstore.com/member/store/dkg/pins-and-badges/index.php


July 
11-16,
2023

 
July

18-22,
2023

 
July

26-29,
2023

DKG International Conference,
Detroit, Michigan

 
 

 DKG International Conference,
Phoenix, Arizona

 
 

DKG International Conference,
Tampere, Finland

2024 
 DKG International Convention 

National Harbor, Maryland
(Gaylord National, D.C. Area)

Alpha Iota Chapter Meetings
 

Saturday, September 9, 2023 @ 10 AM; Clay County

Saturday, November 4. 2023 @ 10 AM; Macon County

Saturday, December 2, 2023 @ 10 AM; Cherokee County

Saturday, March 2, 2024 @ 10 AM; Graham County

Saturday, May 4, 2024 @ 10 AM; Jackson County
 

 

International

Website: 

   www.dkg.org 

 

NC DKG Website

 

Alpha Iota Website

https://alphaiotanc.

weebly.com
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Upcoming  DKG Events 
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Mark your Calendars! 

 Please submit information for the newsletter
 to editor: Dedra Davis

All images used have permission granted.
 

https://www.facebook.com/AlphaIotaChapterOfNCDeltaKappaGamma
http://www.dkg.org/
https://www.ncdkg.org/
https://alphaiotanc.weebly.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AlphaIotaChapterOfNCDeltaKappaGamma
mailto:dedraann@gmail.com

