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DKG will host three International Conferences
in July 2023. Detroit, Michigan; Phoenix, Arizona;
and Tampere, Finland, will offer enriching
fellowship, stimulating speakers, and personal
and professional growth opportunities.
The common theme for all three events is
“Moving Forward with Vitality, Relevance, and
Sustainability in Our Changing World” with a
focus on growing personally and professionally
in our changing world. Each conference
offers an exciting location where members
can create lasting memories with their DKG
sisters.

International Fine Arts Gallery
Submission window for

 Spring gallery:
January 15 – February 15

 



Delta Kappa Gamma provides
numerous opportunities for personal

and professional growth for
members. There are scholarships,

leadership programs, and workshops
at conventions and conferences. It is
the responsibility of each of us to
encourage one another to spread
our wings and step out of our
comfort zones. Speaking of

scholarships, NC DKG and DKG
International have scholarships for

doctoral and master’s degree
candidates. Check out the NC DKG

Scholarship Committee’s webpage or
go to the Apply/Submit tab on the
DKG website to find out how to

apply. In North Carolina alone, there
will be a leadership seminar in March,
workshops at the convention in April,

and new officer training in the
summer. On the International level,
there are three conferences this
summer. Numerous workshops and

programs will be available in
Tampere, Finland; Phoenix, Arizona;

and Detroit, Michigan. Remember that
YOU are a valuable part of DKG, and
YOU can soar to new heights with
the benefits of your membership.

 
 

 Beth Winstead NC DKG President 
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Applications and instructions for the 2023 NC DKG
doctoral and post-baccalaureate scholarships are available on

the NC DKG website Scholarship Committee
page. NC DKG scholarship applications must be submitted

digitally with a timestamp no later than 11:59 p.m.
on February 1, 2023. Scholarship recipients will be

announced at the NC DKG Convention in Greenville.
Submit NC DKG applications by email to

Michelle Benigno, Scholarship Committee Chair
DKG International is also accepting applications for the
2023 scholarships. Members may apply for an NC DKG
and an international scholarship within a given year.

The membership requirement for NC DKG applicants is
two calendar years and for International applicants is

three years following induction. Forms for international
scholarships are available under the Apply/Submit tab

on the DKG member website.

NC DKG and DKG Scholarship Applications
Now Available

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Xl38nVCOq6ckHvH1WLBCLwtgN-rw8Lfk
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Xl38nVCOq6ckHvH1WLBCLwtgN-rw8Lfk
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November Meeting Highlights

 Another portion of the program for
the November meeting included an
update from Graham county member
Amy Hobbs on the progress of our
chapter project, the Mara Academy. 
 The Sawyer family of Robbinsville
founded and operate the non-profit
facility located in Kenya. Amy shared
that the school continues to grow. It
now includes a clinic. 

The Sawyers in Kenya | Facebook

  Applauding above on right, is seasonal guest Carmen Morales.
Her name was called as the winner of the raffle of the lovely 

Fall-themed Thirty-one bag donated by Barbara El-Khouri. 
Proceeds were to the Mara Academy.

Plans are also on track to open a new
facility on campus in early 2023 that is
designed to accommodate older female
students in a dormitory setting to allow them
to continue their education. Proceeds from
the raffle and meal donations will be donated
to the Mara Academy. In addition to following
the Sawyer family's progress on their
Facebook page, you can also check out
their website at Straight up missions. 

Chapter Project  Update

Thank you to all of our wonderful
Graham County hostesses for a

scrumptious brunch with all the fixings! 

 Julie Norcross,  Former 1st Grade
Teacher, Robbinsville Elementary

 Latresa Phillips, Career Education
Teacher, Robbinsville Middle School

 Crystal White, Math Coach Grades 

Dr. April Tallant, Education Developer,
Western Carolina University

 Educational Panel: Post Pandemic
Shift in Education 

 
Organized by Dr. April Tallant 

Moderated by Amy Hobbs
 Panelists:

     9-12, Graham County Public Schools

Photo courtesy the Sawyer Family

https://www.facebook.com/thesawyerscoop/
https://www.facebook.com/thesawyerscoop
https://straightupmissions.com/
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Grant in Aid- Fundraiser December Meeting 
The annual Christmas Auction was once again a success. A great meal with a salad and

baked potato bar and scrumptious desserts was provided by our Jackson County
hostesses after the completion of the auction. A tremendous thank you to all who donated

and bought items! We raised a total of $2635 for our two 
annual Grant-in-aid awards to high school seniors pursuing a degree in education.

If you were unable to attend and want to contribute to these awards to deserving future
educators, you can make a donation by sending a check to

 Julie Norcross at 861 HWY 28 Robbinsville, NC 28771. 
 In addition to the Christmas auction and sale, on the agenda for the December meeting

was an update on  upcoming exciting opportunities in NC DKG from the Region XI Director,
Dedra Davis.

 
 
 

December Meeting Highlights



Volume 16                        December 2022                         Issue 2

President's Message

Page 7

Corresponding Secretary
 Dorothie Willson

1st VP 
Dr. April Tallant

 

2nd VP 
 Alissa Cheek

Recording Secretary
 Terry Gribble

Dr. Tracie Metz 
President 
2022-2024

Parliamentarian
Suzi Cabe 

Treasurer 
Julie Norcross

Greetings Sisters,

How different the day and evening look once the clocks have changed and the winter
season is upon us! I find myself drawn to the stillness of the night. In this presence of
quiet, thoughts of family members, upcoming events, and my never-ended to do list, jockey
for my attention, yet I feel compelled to pause. A pause to absorb the stillness, to
breathe, to give thanks, and to rest. I wonder if taking time to pause draws to you too -
you who give, serve, and put the needs of others before yourself. As we enter this
holiday season of celebration and events, may we each
 take time to embrace moments of quiet that help soothe our spirit, settle our minds, and
give rest to our bodies.

Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few minutes, including you. ~Anne
Lamott

Blessings to you,
~tracie

Celebrations and Concerns

Sue Ledford is. resting at home after her heart surgery and is very happy with the items Dr. Hedrick bid on for

her at the auction, (scarf by  Lana, panettone by Beth, and green beans donated by Mary)

Jenna West's dad is home and is hard at work undergoing therapy since his stroke last month.

Congratulations to Barbara El-Khouri's niece Nora El- Khouri Spencer for receiving CNN's Hero Award on 12/11/22

Congratulations to Lana Parker's daughter Joslyn for graduating with her second Master's degree!

Let's celebrate Sandra Marr's painting winning Tri County Community College's  2022 Christmas Card Contest! 

Congratulations to Evelyn Graning for being selected as Jackson County's Principal of the Year!

SYLVA NC – Smoky Mountain High School Principal Evelyn Graning is
the 2022-23 Principal of the Year for Jackson County Public

Schools. An 18-year veteran educator, she has been an administrator
at the school for the past seven years.“It has been one of the

biggest blessings in my life to serve as principal at Smoky Mountain
High School,” Graning said. “We simply have the best staff and

students, and I think of them as my Mustang family. I am blown away
by this honor.”Graning moved to Jackson County in 1985 and

attended Fairview School and Smoky Mountain High School. She
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from NC State University, a

Master of Arts in Teaching degree from Johns Hopkins University
and a Certificate in School Leadership from Western Carolina

University.“Ms. Graning is an advocate for her students and staff,” 
 Superintendent Dr. Dana Ayers said. “She builds relationships with

her students and emphasizes teacher leadership. It is a great honor
for her to be recognized by her peers.”

 
 

Photo/Article by: BRITTNEY LOFTHOUSE
Published with permission of

The Southern Scoop
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April
28-30,
2023

NC DKG State Convention 
Greenville, NC

July 
11-16,
2023

 
July

18-22,
2023

 
July

26-29,
2023

DKG International Conference,
Detroit, Michigan

 
 

 DKG International Conference,
Phoenix, Arizona

 
 

DKG International Conference,
Tampere, Finland

2024 
 DKG International Convention 

National Harbor, Maryland
(Gaylord National, D.C. Area)

International

Website: 

   www.dkg.org 

 

NC DKG Website

 

Alpha Iota Website

https://alphaiotanc.

weebly.com
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Upcoming  DKG Events 
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March 18
May 20

 
Macon County

Clay County
 

Save the Dates

 Please submit information for the newsletter
 to editor: Dedra Davis

 

https://www.facebook.com/AlphaIotaChapterOfNCDeltaKappaGamma
http://www.dkg.org/
https://www.ncdkg.org/
https://alphaiotanc.weebly.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AlphaIotaChapterOfNCDeltaKappaGamma
mailto:dedraann@gmail.com

